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Do you know what really has amazed me this Christmas season? That the 
celebration of Christ has lasted for over two thousand years – and it’s still 
happening stronger than ever! Nothing lasts that long! Toys, cars, styles, 
sports stars, books, Nobel prize winners – nothing lasts that long! And here’s 
Jesus. He stands the test of time. 

As you live more of life I think you appreciate that more. At least you hang on 
to it more than ever. I know a woman who has experienced so much loss in 
life. First her son died tragically. Then a stroke paralyzed her on one side, put 
her in a wheelchair and made it difficult for her to speak. She lost her career 
in the computer industry. Then, her family, thinking she was near death, sold 
everything she had. 

When she came home from the hospital she had nothing. Once, a proud 
homemaker ready to open her immaculate rooms to any guest, she now 
depends on meals on wheels and an agency helper who barely keeps the 
bathroom usable. But Jesus is her hope. When she closes her eyes to pray 
and to receive the presence of Jesus in Communion, her life is restored again. 
Jesus is at work. He stands the test of time.  

King Herod didn’t want that to happen. In Matthew chapter two we hear 
about Herod’s attitude and efforts. Herod tried to stop Jesus. And there are 
plenty of Scrooges and Grinches that try to stop Christ today. There is vicious 
persecution of Christians around the world. There are atheists and lawsuits 
that try to suppress Him. 

There’s another danger, however, that hits a little closer to home. At the root 
of Herod’s violence was HIS desire to be the one who stood the test of time. 
He wanted to be center stage, the main attraction, the big show. 

The danger is letting your life be controlled by what won’t last. And the devil 
wants you to be on that chase. He wants you to make decisions and live life 
for what is convenient and temporary. He wants you to be driven by the 
moment. 
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2015 137 
2016 133 

“My mind belongs to 

Jesus. He redeemed it 

with His blood. When evil 

thoughts torment me,  

I choose to think on 

good.”” 

The Christmas Life          (continued from 

page1) 

 

And that’s so easy to do. You get so tired and so depleted; it’s easy to 
surrender. Morality, life issues, personal purity, kindness under pressure, 
goals in life – it’s easy to be controlled by the moment, to live life for what will 
not last. 

But I want what is enduring in life. I want a life that stands the test of time. I 
don’t want it to fizzle out into a temporary legacy with me trying to inflate my 
own importance. That’s why, on this Christmas morn, I’m still hanging onto 
Jesus who stands the test of time! 

After Herod died, Joseph, Mary and Jesus headed back to Israel. Their journey 
was tweaked again as an angel directed the family to Nazareth. But Jesus was 
starting that great journey that still has not ended! And you know what the 
Bible says? Jesus grew up, started His ministry, and then was killed! Crucified! 
But His epitaph wasn’t like Herod’s. 

You see, unlike Herod, Jesus rose up from death to speak these great words in 
Revelation chapter one: “Don’t be afraid. I am the First and the Last. I am the 
Living One; I was dead, and behold I am alive forever and ever! And I hold the 
keys of death and Hades” (vs. 17b-18).  

And remember that verse from Hebrews chapter 13, “Jesus Christ is the same 
yesterday, today and forever” (vs. 8). 

Jesus Christ has stood the test of time! Belief systems have lasted for long 
periods of time. Some styles and traditions have been around for a while. 
There are a lot of historical objects around. But no other PERSON has stood 
the test of time. 
That’s what is so amazing about Christmas. And that is what is so amazing 
about the gift your Savior Jesus gives you. He makes you a person who stands 
the test of time. Galatians 2:20 is a favorite verse of mine: “I have been 
crucified with Christ and I no longer live, but Christ lives in me.” Merry 
Christmas! 

Offering 
 
Collected the Month of Oct. 

$32,152 
Collected Year to date 

$306,443 
 

Building Fund (BTBC) 
Collected  852,756 
Available funds 292,196 

Attendance 
Oct 22 Sun 141 
Oct 25 Wed 7 
Oct 29 Sun 130 
Nov 1 Wed 8 

Nov 5 Sun 148 
Nov 8 Wed 8 
Nov 12 Sun 131 

                       Nov 15        Wed                3 

Average Attendance Oct. 
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SCHOOL NEWS  
You’re invited to join our Grace Lutheran school children as they share their 
Christmas Programs. All programs will be in the Parish Hall at 6:00 p.m. 
 
 Monday, Dec 11- Preschool Presents: "The Journey to Bethlehem"  
Tuesday, Dec 12 - K-3th Grades Present: "Angels We Have Heard"  
Thursday, Dec 14 -4-8th Grades Present: "It Didn’t Happen That Way"  
 

 

 
 
Lancaster Christmas Parade “Celebrating the Decades of Christmas.” Saturday, 
December 2 and 10:00 AM Grace Lutheran School Band is a participant. Come 
out to show support for our school, our band and enjoy the beginning of the 
holiday fun!  
 

 

 

With the Holidays Approaching, our thoughts often go to what we will give as gifts; many people 
choose gift cards as presents. Plan now and purchase gift cards through Grace Lutheran! Physical 
Gift Cards are available in the office; Or Use the Benefit mobile app (electronic gift cards); This 

helps the school financially, with no extra cost to you! Questions? See attached flyers; talk 
to Chris in the office, She’ll be happy to help and explain. 

 

 

 

Grace Lutheran School “Operation Christmas Child” collected a total of 83 boxes. Thank you 
to everyone who participated.  

 

 

 

Church News  
 

Voters Meeting Sunday, December 3 following the church service. Two Items on the agenda will be 

1.    A vote on the fiscal year: The Board would like to amend our Constitutional bylaws to change the 
church/school fiscal year from January – December to August – July. This was announced at the Nov. 12 voter’s 
meeting, and can be voted on two weeks or more after the announcement, per the Constitution. 
2.    A vote to elect an interim Treasurer, to finish the current term until June 2018, in light of our current 
Treasurer’s resignation. (We hopefully will have a candidate by then. If not we can again ask for volunteers or 
nominees). 
 

 
 



 

 

Gracelines Page 4 of 7 

From Stewardship: 
Christmas is coming. It is a joyous time of feasting. The Church feasts upon the Word of God in sermon, song, 
and sacrament.  
 

We hear the proclamation of the message of the angels: “Fear not, for behold, I bring you good news of great 
joy that will be for all the people. For unto you is born this day in the city of David a Savior, who is Christ the 
Lord” (Luke 2:10–11).  
 

We mingle our voices with theirs as we sing, “Glory to God in the highest, and on earth peace among those with 
whom he is pleased” (Luke2:14)!  
 

We receive the proclaimed Savior, Christ the Lord, not wrapped in swaddling clothes and lying in manger, but 
wrapped in bread and wine placed into our mouths for the forgiveness of sins, life, and salvation.  
 

We feast in great joy indeed because of this great blessing from our Lord and God.  
 

God’s people in ancient Israel also feasted with great joy. The Lord showered His abundant blessing on His 
people. And He commanded them to feast upon it (Deut. 16). The people were to go to the place appointed, 
where the Lord would make His name dwell, and give offerings, each man as he was able, according to the 
blessing of the Lord that He had given them (Deut. 16:10, 15, 17).  
 

And there the Lord would bless them with joy as they feasted upon what the Lord had provided. They ate of the 
choice parts of their offerings. They enjoyed the company of all the people of God as they together heard His 
promises of blessing, sang of His bountiful goodness, and partook of what He gave.  
 

We feast on the Word who became flesh to dwell among us, not just during Christmas, but throughout all the 
year.  
 

We feast not just on the salvation He has wrought for us in His Son, our Lord Jesus Christ, but we feast also on 
all the temporal blessings that God gives out of His fatherly divine goodness and mercy, without any merit or 
worthiness in us.  
 

We enjoy the rich bounty that God provides, not only in Word and Sacrament, but also in house and home, 
property and income, family and friends.  
 

Let us then, as did our brothers in the faith from ancient Israel, give as we are able, according to the blessing of 
the Lord our God that He has given us.  
 

Let us, like them, give generously of the first fruits of our income, which He gives, so that all may know and 
enjoy the salvation He gives and the joy we have in the Savior born in the city of David, who is Christ the Lord. 
 

In His Grace, 
Lee T. Jackson 
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Advent Fellowship  
Advent Soup Supper will be on Wednesdays, December 6, 13 and 20 from 
6:00- 6:45. Please contact Sandy Garland at 661-406-3686 if you are 
interested in helping or have any questions. 
 
 
 

 

 Ladies Night Out! Heidi Cross is having her annual Ornament and Cookie/Hors 
d’oeuvres Exchange Party. Saturday, December 2nd at 7:00 p.m. Bring an 
ornament, handmade or store bought, wrapped ($5 or less) and a batch of your 
favorite holiday cookies, candies or Hors d’oeuvres to share (with copies of the 
recipe!) and a friend. 44535 Loneoak Ave. Lancaster, 400-0794. 
 

 
Christmas Progressive Dinner is on Sunday, December 10th at 5:00 p.m. 
Please see the sign-up sheets located on the table in the Narthex for those 
wishing to bring food for this event. The price is $8.00 per person or $15.00 
for a couple if you are mot providing a dish. Any questions may be directed 
to Arlene Klein at 943-4304. 

 

 

Christmas Services 
Christmas Eve Service - Sunday, December 24th 
9:00 a.m. Bible Study 
10:00 a.m. Worship Service 
7:00 p.m. Candlelight Service  
10:00 p.m. Candlelight Service w/Communion  

 
Christmas Day Service - Monday, December 25th at 10:00 a.m. w/Communion  
 
New Year’s Eve Service – Sunday, December 31st at 10:00 a.m. w/Communion and Bible Study at 9:00 a.m. 

 

 
 
Poinsettia Orders- The time has come to place your Poinsettia order. Envelopes 
will be available on the Narthex table or you may use your own envelope. The 
cost is $8.00 per plant. Be sure and note if they are in Memory or Honor of 
someone or something! 
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Choir and Handbells need to make some changes in their ringing 

and singing schedules for Christmas this year.  Both choirs are working very 
hard and will still spread the good news of our Saviors birth, just at a different 
time.  Please come and listen to the gift of Christmas handbell music 
on December 10 starting at 9:40 for preservice and then in extra places 

throughout the service.   At the 10:00 A.M. service on December 24, choir will give their gift of special Christmas 
songs during the service. 
Thank you for all of your kind words whenever bells and choir praise God with music. 
Candace Doerfler 
 

Hometown Christmas- by the High Desert Lutheran Chorale Concert on Saturday, December 16, 

2017 at 4PM at the Lancaster Performing Arts Center 750 W. Lancaster Blvd, Lancaster, CA for an afternoon of 
beautiful Christmas music Tickets are available from a Chorale member, $20; under 18 free; Box Office, $21; 
lpac.org $27.50 for more information you may contact Sharon Hartwig at slhartwig@roadrunner.com or Call 
661-942-6408. 

 

 
The 2018 Flower Chart is available for you to sign up and purchase flowers for the 
sanctuary for any given Sunday. The cost of flowers are $20 and is payable to Grace 
Lutheran Church via the church office or you may leave it in the offering plate on 
the given Sunday. Please if you write a check write flowers on the memo line. 
 

 
Blood Drive Tuesday, December 12 from 9:00 am – 6:00 pm at AVOIC- Antelope 
Valley Outpatient Imaging Center (J-5 and 15th Street West Room 305) There will be 

a table set up in the Narthex for you to sign up.  All donations are used locally and the 
hospital needs 250 units on hand at all times.  If you have an hour on this day please 

consider donating. A small snack and juice are served. Thank you!! 
 

 
Thrivent Members please take a look at your Choice Dollars as they 
are accumulating and need to be designated.  Please go to 
www.thrivent.com and make Grace Lutheran Church the recipient of 
these free dollars to help your church as together “We Know Christ, 
and Make Christ Known.” Has of November we have collected $9,119. 
 

 

December Abundance Sunday Collection for Grace Resource Center is baby formula, baby food and 
supplies.  Bring them to the narthex any time during the month of December. 

 
 

mailto:slhartwig@roadrunner.com
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