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From our Pastor

Living Your Spiritual Gifts Rev. Michael Mueller

Let’s look at some practical direction for using the spiritual gifts God has
given you.

The Bible says that spiritual gifts are given to you for a very special reason. |
Corinthians 12:7 says, “Now to each one the manifestation of the Spirit is
given for the common good.” You have new life and it’s for the good of
the kingdom of God. Ephesians 4:16 says these gifts are to build up the
body of Christ in love. In John 15:17 Jesus says, “ This is my command:
Love each other.”

Where does that life and love begin? First in our homes. Sometimes we
Christians are so much like the rest of the world—we treat our spouses,
parents and children with less respect and kindness than we do our friends
or even complete strangers.

Why? Because the church starts at home. As you know Jesus Christ, the
forgiveness of your sins and your life everlasting, the first place you are in
to show it is your own home. And, God gives you a “home field
advantage” there. At home you can practice using your gifts. You can learn
about them. You can develop them.

At home you have a cheering section. You have support when you fail. At
home you have real and specific people to love and to show that the Spirit
of Jesus Christ is alive in you. When it comes to Spiritual gifts, you need to
use these at first in your own home.

When Paul talks about leaders in the church in | Timothy 3, he says that
they need to manage (Cr. proistemi) their own family well. That word for
“manage” is the same word for the spiritual gift of leadership. It means
“caring for,” “giving help,” “causing to stand up.” Home is where you start
using your spiritual gifts. It is the first place for practical and practiced
Christianity. The new life of the Spirit of our living Savior starts at home!
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Continues on page 2
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“My mind belongs to
Jesus. He redeemed it
with His blood. When eviil
thoughts torment me,

| choose to think on
good.™
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Living Your Spiritual Gifts (continued from page1)

When you have learned to do that well, then you must bring that love to
those outside your home: church, community and then the world. And in
that order. Service in the church brings the love of Jesus Christ and the new
life of the Spirit to more people. It widens the circle of the Spirit’s influence.
It combines resources for everyone’s benefit. Getting a balance between
these is critical.

How to start? First, make a list of all of the things that others in your house
would give their eye-teeth to see you do for them. Focus on those gifts that
the Holy Spirit has given you. Get some ideas from your family. Maybe
even have this be a family activity for each of you, together.

Next, apply all that you have learned and this new-found process to the
needs of the church. There are many, many ways that you could lend a
hand here. Consider the altar guild, especially on a communion Sunday, or
cleaning up after a social event or soup supper, or mowing the lawn and
asking John or Teri what else could be done around here, or just say “yes”
when asked to serve.

Get some direction so you can serve God, make His Spirit and life known,
and love each other using your spiritual gifts. Only by shifting the focus from
outside yourself to serving others can you truly know the peace of God that
comes from serving Him.

September 2017
$26,715

Year -to- Date

Collected the Month of Sept 17 Sun 126 Oct15  Sun 132

Oct 1 Sun 125

$274,290 Oct 4 Wed 4

. Oct 8 Sun 115
Building Fund (BTBC) Oct 11 Wed 6

Collected 852,756 2016 162
Available funds 292,004 Average Attendance Sept. 2017 140

Sept 20 Wed 5 Oct18  Wed 5
Sept 24 Sun 136
Sept 27 Wed




School News

ERANESZNUBIE GLS Annual Barnes & Noble Book Fair Fundraiser is coming up! Palmdale store

e300 22 Nov. 3-5. Online Nov. 3-10 ID #12197992 Our Band will play, our students will sing!
Plan now to do some gift giving shopping and get a little something for yourself.
Teachers will have book requests to purchase for the classrooms. Money earned
helps with classroom books and the Library!

OPERATION CHRISTMAS CHILD if you are interested in helping this year the boxes are
due Tuesday, November 14. The boxes will be dedicated in school chapel on Wednesday,
November 15. GLS is out of boxes but you can find them at Hobby Lobby.

Prayers for our teachers as they travel to and attend the Lutheran Educator's
Conference November 19-22.

GLS Band will be in the Lancaster Christmas Parade- Celebrating the Decades on
Saturday, December 2 at 10 AM - come to the parade and cheer on the Crusaders!

Church News

We will take time in the worship service to remember those we lost and celebrate
their new eternal life with their beloved Savior on Sunday, November 5 at the 10:00
Al
Sains @-™- service. Please call the church office if there is someone you would like to add.

k K;..Day

On Saturday, November 4, we will be preparing and serving lunch to the Veterans in
the William J. (Pete) Knight Veterans home on Ave. | and 30'" Street West in

Lancaster. This is to honor our Veterans since Veterans Day is soon approaching.
Please join us for an enjoyable day. If you are interested please meet at the Veterans
home at 11:00 a.m. or for further questions please contact Connie Turner at 802-6197.

THANK YOU,
VETERANS!
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Mark Your Calendar for a Voters meeting on Sunday, November 12 following the
\ church service. Item on the agenda will be the 2018 budget. Please watch for more
information in the coming weeks.

Thanksgiving Eve Worship
Please take time to gather in God’s House on Wednesday, November 22 at 1:00
p-m. and 7:00 p.m. for a Service of Thanksgiving and Praise!

Committee for the Christmas Tree- If you would like to be on this committee as a Leader or
Helper please contact Teri Morgan at 661-948-1018. We will be putting the tree up Sunday,
November 26 after the church service. This is not a small task so please if you have time to
help let us know.

S o e

Advent Services/Soup Suppers- Our first midweek Advent soup supper and
worship will be on Wednesday, December 6. Worship at 1:00 p.m. and 7:00 p.m.
with Soup Supper and fellowship at 6:00 p.m. Other midweek Advent service/soup
suppers will be on Wednesdays, December 13 and December 20.

The Progressive Dinner is fast approaching. It will be on Sunday,
December 10" at 5:00 p.m. Would you like to offer your home for one of
the courses? You don’t have to do anything but decorate your home &
provide water, punch or coffee. The 1° home is soup, the 2"¢ home is salad
and the 3@ home is hearty appetizers. 20 people will be in your home at one
time. We would like a large home for the last place with wonderful desserts. We all end up there for good
fellowship & singing of carols. Mark your calendar for this fun event. Please call Arlene Klein if you are
interested in opening your home for this event 943-4304.

Stewardship Article

Our Father in heaven has claimed us as His own. By the shedding of His Son’s blood, by
the His death for our sins and His resurrection for our justification, God the Father has
received us back into His family. By water combined with His Word, promise, and name,
the Holy Spirit has taken up residence in us. We belong to Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.




He is in us, and we are in Him. And being in Him, all things are ours. In Him, we are richly and abundantly
blessed.

Our true treasure and wealth is that we belong to the most holy Trinity and everything that is His belongs
also to us: righteousness, peace, eternal life. Even our temporal treasures are gifts from His fatherly divine
goodness and mercy.

We receive our treasures from Him, and thus, as (good stewards of His varied grace,) (1 Peter 4:10) we
manage them in such a way that they may be returned to Him. We bring them to Him, hallowed through
prayers of thanksgiving and God’s holy Word, as an offering. Thus, all our possessions, as gifts from God,
are also offerings to Him, from which we eat to nourish our bodies, share with our family, neighbors, and
fellow Christians, with the poor and even our enemies, as holy things given by the holy God. His temporal
gifts are blessings to and for us, and bring blessing upon us even as they are pressed into His service for His
kingdom and the souls that receive them.

Thus we place all that we have into God’s hands, and He never fails to remember us and pours out the
fullness of His promises upon us. We give thanks for all that He has done, is doing, and will continue to do.
We give thanks by not taking for ourselves, but giving to all even as our heavenly Father has given to us.

As we prepare for the celebrations of Thanksgiving, may we all give thanks continually for all that we are
and all that we have because of God’s providential care. And may we be all the more diligent in bringing
everything that we have received from God to Him, so that He may bless it and employ it for the good of all
— even for us. “For to the one who has, more will be given, and he will have an abundance”

(Matthew 13:12).

In His Grace,
Lee T. Jackson

November Abundance Sunday Collection
For Grace Resource Center
Hats, scarves, and mittens for both children and adult.
Bring them to the narthex any time during the month of November.

DINNERS FOR EIGHT (D48)
When my husband Jeff and | joined Grace Lutheran Church about 20
years ago, we knew no one. We took a chance and signed-up for

,é,r “Dinners for Eight”. We were put in a group with three other random
i J ({ R couples from church. Over the next few months we all met at each

- | \_).JJJ [j , i i

other’s houses and had dinner together. (At the time our house was

too small to host, so our group did not meet at our house). After the
first initial “getting to know you” phase, there was no awkwardness,
and we looked forward to our dinner nights! Our group was varied in

A P‘»T'es + «éﬁ‘eh‘i& = of jreaf elehing




age, and it was cool to meet the older members and hear about their careers, travels, hobbies, etc. We met
Walt and Patty (now sadly they are both deceased) and got to see his classic car collection, and met Philip
and Linda — both teachers — and their two kids (now grown!), and many others as we participated in more
dinner groups. The dinners helped us to get to know people’s names and feel more comfortable at church. |
hope everyone, new members and old, will consider signing up as we begin a new session!

Thanks, Tina Carlon

New groups will be formed ASAP, so please turn-in your sign-up sheet by end of November. (Even if you
have already turned-in a sheet in the past, please turn in a new one if you are interested). DUE TO THE
BUSY HOLIDAY SEASON, THIS D48 SESSION WILL LAST LONGER - 6 MONTHS INSTEAD OF 4 - SO
EVERYONE WILL HAVE TIME TO GET TOGETHER WITH THEIR GROUPS AT LEAST A FEW TIMES.

For further information about this fun and completely optional fellowship opportunity, please see the
fliers and sign-up sheets in the Narthex on the information center. Or you may call/text Tina Carlon
at 661-878-1178 or email her at jntcarlon@gmail.com.

" DAYLIGHT
SAVING TIME " #

ENDS 9
THIS SUNDAY

- Daylight Saving Time ends Sunday, November 5" at 2:00 a.m.

&

Don’t forget to set your clocks back 1 hour before you go to sleep on
Saturday, November 4™,

.

[T DON'T FORGET TO SET YOUR CLOCKS BACK___
o —

HOMETOWN Christmas

High Desert Lutheran Chorale Concert
on Saturday, December 16, 2017 at 4PM
at the Lancaster Performing Arts Center
750 W. Lancaster Blvd, Lancaster CA
for an afternoon of beautiful Christmas music

Tickets are available from:
Chorale member, $20; under 18 free
Box Office, $21; Ipac.org $27.50 for more information you may contact Sharon Hartwig at
slhartwig@roadrunner.com or Call 661-942-6408
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